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-----------------------------STaC Week---------------------------------------- 

RBC: New Year’s Day Party and Club 
Championship – 12:00PM 
ABC: Closed New Year’s Day 
*RBC: Redwood Bridge Club 
*TCBC: Tri-City Bridge Club 
*MBC: Marina Bridge Club 

*FEC: Fremont Easy Bridge Club 



This year is ending and soon we will ring in 2009. Last month I 
thanked the owners and directors of our clubs. Many 
others help to make our unit a success especially our devoted 
Board of Directors: Bill, Wayne, Zoe, Marv, Joyce, Isie, 
Marilyn, Jan - our vice president who is truly a co-
president, Margaret - our secretary, and Carla - our treasurer. 
Jim keeps us updated with his Table Talk and Contract Bridge 

Forum articles and JoAnn helps us learn about our fellow 
players via her member profiles. I want to thank each of you for 
your dedicated service. There are numerous members (too many to name) who 
volunteer their help and support, please know that you are appreciated. Last, but not least, I want to 
thank all our unit members. Without your membership, our unit would not exist.  
 
Silver bells will be chiming and silver points will fill our clubs. December 8 – 14 is Holiday STAC 
week and all our clubs are participating. A STAC is a sectional tournament played simultaneously 
in clubs throughout several Districts instead of in a single location. This presents the opportunity to 
play at your club game but receive more silver points than participating in a local sectional. Have a 
great game and reap the silver rewards. Good Luck to all. 
 
 
        One Last Reminder: Our Unit 500 December 14 Holiday Party is a STAC       
        game that not only awards the inflated silver points but begins at noon with                
        a hot catered meal. Let’s take this time to enjoy each others company. We 
        will also hold our annual membership meeting and board elections. The flyers  
        and sign up sheets are available at all the clubs.  
 
 
 

I want to wish you a joyous and blessed holiday season,  
 
 

Mary Ramos 
Unit 500 President 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Joyce Morrison is the Board Member responsible for hospitality (“sunshine”) and she mails condolences from 
Unit 500 to the families of unit members who have passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her 
know when you hear about such players.  Telephone 510-728-1029 (leave a message if she’s not at home) or via email 
at joycebobmorr2K9@SBCglobal.net    



 

Profile of 

 Jim and Lynn Groh 
 
 
 
Lynn was born in Illinois and grew up in the mid-west.  I congratulate her (some of us never grow 
up!)  She attended the University of Colorado, later graduating from San Jose State in 1965 with an 
Education degree.  Jim was born in Encinitas, CA, attending New Mexico Military Institute; he later 
received an MBA at UCLA.  They met at the University of Colorado and have been married nearly 
57 years. 
 
They have two sons, Jay and John, plus two grandchildren.  There are many “get-togethers” through 
the months with the families, sharing major holidays and frequent Dim Sum Sunday Brunches. 
 
As per the last three profiles, Jim and Lynn have been active “travel-folks!”  They have been to 
Asia, Australia, Europe, Africa, South America and Russia.  Sounds like a geography primer.  Their 
most recent trip was to Greece. 
 
Lynn learned to play Bridge in high school, stating “I played badly in college and at party-bridge 
clubs.”  Jim learned from Betty Kael in the Easy Bridge Lessons series.  He needed a new 
competitive sport to replace his swimming.  Lynn began playing with Terry’s group several years 
ago with a friend who could only play on Mondays, as she was an avid golfer.  Since then Jim and 
she play frequently, as do she and Nancy King. 
 
Extensive hobbies and talents to follow:  Jim is an active musician, playing with various groups, 
including the Alameda Community Band (they live in Alameda.)  He takes his clarinet with him on 
their travels and plays along with the featured group at venues.  He has been in the national top ten 
in his age group at many master swimming events.  As if he wasn’t “busy enough” he also enjoys 
reading and working out.  His fall weekends are spent watching football.  Now for Lynn – she has a 
marvelous (my word) hobby of making a great number of quilts; she either gives them away or puts 
them under the bed!  However, the exceptions are some favorite art quilts which hang on the walls 
of their home. 
 
Sounds to me like an active “over 40” life for these two nice people at our bridge games.  
Furthermore, since Jim does all the cooking (lucky Lynn) she has plenty of time to sew, quilt, study 
bridge hands and have just plain old enjoyment of life, especially munching at Dim Sum Sunday 
Brunches. 

 

 

       -    JoAnn Teixeira  - 



South County News by Jim Solomon 

 
 
Holiday Party/Annual General Meeting to Cap STaC Week 
 
The Western Conference’s Great Western Holiday STaC (Sectional Tournaments at 
Clubs) week is upon us, occupying all of the second week of December. This is your 
opportunity to earn those hard-to-find silver masterpoints without traveling to a sectional 

tournament: you can do it in your regular club game—and receive a hand record at the end of the game, 
showing you all of the hands and makeable contracts. These are pair (not team) games, with preduplicated 
hands that are being played simultaneously at ACBL-sanctioned clubs all over the Western United States, 
and if you do particularly well within your stratum, you can end up with 10 silver points—or more! 
 
All clubs in our South County unit will be holding STaC pair events as their games during the week of 
December 8th; to find out more about them, take a look at the calendar on the front of this issue of Table 

Talk. There you’ll also see one extra STaC game, on Sunday, December 14th, at the Marina Community 
Center (home of the Tuesday Marina Bridge Club). This will be not only a (single-session) silver point game 
but also our annual South County Holiday party, with festive decorations and a catered meal. Lunch will be 
served at noon, and here’s a nice feature: if you’re a current member of Unit 500 (with your ACBL dues for 
the year paid), the meal will be free! (For non-members, the meal will cost $6, far less than its actual cost.) 
 
After the meal and before we begin play, we’ll hold our annual general meeting, at which our president and 
treasurer will provide brief reports of our unit’s status. After that we’ll be holding elections for our South 
County board of directors. If you’re interested in becoming a member of the board, please contact president 
Mary Ramos. 
 
And then (around 12:30) play will begin! As another holiday thank-you from your unit (in addition to your 
free lunch), table fees will be only $5 ($6 for non-members), plus the obligatory $1.50 STaC fee that we 
must send to the Western Conference and ACBL. Attendance permitting, we’ll be offering both open and 
non-Life Master sections, and each will be separately stratified. If you need a partner for the game, consult 
your club director; call our partnership coordinator, Issi Stefani, at 925-485-3285; or contact the event’s 
director, Terry Terzian, at 510-581-4424 or nicecardshark@aol.com. 
 
 
What Are the Odds on This? 
 
Don Schrump has brought to my attention a very interesting round that occurred at the Club 
Appreciation Swiss teams game that was held at the Lakeside BC at the end of October. He was 
partnering with Wen-yen Leong and teaming with Pang-pen Sheng and Zac Cohen. In the last of 
the four matches, on every one of the six boards played at Don’s table, the contract was 3 NT, bid 
three times by Don or Wen-yen and three times by their opponents. All six contracts made—either 
+3, +4, or (twice!) +7. Anybody got the odds on that handy? 
 
By the way, Don’s team came in first overall in that event, winning every one of their matches and 
pulling in 72 of the 80 victory points available (that’s a Swiss teams equivalent of a 90% game, no?) 
and outdistancing the second-place team by a very comfortable 21 VPs. Wow! 
 
 



Members on the Move 
 
Welcome to Denice Ballas of San Leandro, a player in the Tuesday Marina BC game for a few years, who 
recently joined ACBL and our unit. Welcome, too, to Jill Anne Quick of Hayward, who recently moved 
from Belmont on the other side of the Bay. Finally, last month I announced that one of our members had 
moved to Yountville; long-time players in our unit will remember him as Paul McCann, not John. 
 
 
Moving up the Masterpoint Ladder 
 
Congratulations to Bev Chance, a regular player in our Easybridge games and the occasional tournament; 
she’s now a Club Master (20+ masterpoints). 

 

 
In the Money on the Tournament Trail by Jim Solomon 
 
Note: The information that appears in this column is gleaned from my reviewing the results for sectional and 
regional tournaments in District 21, as well as the occasional national championship. To make sure that I 
haven’t overlooked your name (and performance), or to let me know of tournaments that you played in 

outside of our district, please get in touch with me, at mailto:LSJ63@ix.netcom.comLSJ63@ yahoo.com 
or 510-538-9889. 
 
 
B–E–R Fall Sectional, El Cerrito Community Center, November 1–2 
 
Taking a break from his tournament directing duties, South County’s own Jay Magid played in the Saturday 
evening Open Pairs of this semiannual tournament—and won it! Charlie & Ann Conrad also competed, 
coming in fourth in the B strat and second in C. In the Sunday Swiss teams, Zac Cohen’s team was tenth 
overall. 
 
 
Diablo Valley Sectional, Iron Horse Middle School, San Ramon, November 8–9 
 
Unit 500 players enjoyed the hospitality of Unit 499 in this recent sectional tournament—and carted away a 
substantial number of masterpoints, thanks to distinguishing themselves in a number of events. 
 
Jey Jeyakumar placed sixth overall on Saturday, the first day of the tournament, in the Joe Knox Stratified 
Open Pairs. Nai-hsien Mao tied for fourth place in the B strat (and tied for tenth in strat A) in that event, and 
the folks he tied with were Steve & Collette Castellino. Vince De Pasquale & Allan Harris came in 
twelfth in strat and sixth in strat B, and Anne Hermann & Lori English were second in strat C. 
 
In the Saturday Morning Side Game, Sherard Wood pulled down fifth place in the C strat, and in the 
Saturday Afternoon Open Pairs, Darrell Fung tied for sixth overall and fifth in strat B. 
 
Sunday featured Swiss teams competition, of the bracketed variety. Zac Cohen’s team won the honors in 
bracket 2. In bracket 4, Darrell & Co. grabbed second place, followed by a team that included your faithful 
correspondent. Nai-hsien’s team placed third in bracket 5, and the all-South County team of Tina Chen, 
Charlie Conrad, Valerie Byrne, & Bob Hamilton did the same in bracket 8. 



START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT… 
… with our New Years Day Game and Party! 

 
 

Thursday, January 1, 2009                                    

Redwood Bridge Club 
(Kenneth Aitken Community Center) 
17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley 

 

 

12 noon 
 
 

Make plans to join us as we ring in the new year,  
playing the game we all love  ☺ 

 

Let’s make it a party! 
Players, please bring finger foods to share and we’ll munch as we play. 

I’ll bring my world-famous (or at least locally-famous) punch 
 to wash it all down  ☺ 

 

This will be a CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP- LOTS of masterpoints 
for the winning. Both Open and Non-Life Master sections 

will be offered (attendance warranting). 
Regular table fees. 

 
Pre-registration requested: please sign up at one of my games 

 

Best Wishes for a healthy and prosperous 2009 to all of you   
☺  

 

Terry Terzian, Director 

(510) 581-4424 
nicecardshark@aol.com 

 
 



                            Fremont Easybridge Club  
 

             Tuesday 6:30–10:00 p.m.              Manager/Director: 
  

          Jim Solomon 

           510�538�

9889 

          LSJ63@yahoo.com 
 

   Stratified/Limited (0–150 MP) and Newcomer (0–20 MP)   

   Parish Hall, St. James’ Episcopal Church                   

   37051 Cabrillo Drive (Cabrillo Terrace) at Thornton Avenue, Fremont 

 

Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 
 

 
This month we’ll be holding our annual holiday party, on December 16th. Adding to the 
festivities will be a Club Championship game, with extra masterpoints but no extra table 
fees. 
 
We’ll also be participating in STaC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) week, with a pairs 
game on December 9th. 
 
We’ve held a couple of special games in the past month. The first was our end-of-
October Club Appreciation Championship Swiss teams, at which we awarded both 
regular black club masterpoints as well as a few flecks of gold points. Coming in first was 
the team of Jo Callahan, Mickey Row, Nuno Rebelo, and Vicky Santos. Tying for 
second were the teams of Michael Rose/Ruth Davis/Betty & Dug Howd, and Darrel 
Fung/Marj Russell/Stephanie Singer/Peter Hsu. 
 
We also held an ACBL Membership Championship game, and Michael Rose came in 
first overall, along with his former partner Jerry Marks, visiting from San Jose. First 
overall in the B and C strats went to Gloria Uhl and Sharon Mistry. 
 
With their fine showing in the Club Appreciation Swiss game, along with placing second 
overall in the ACBL Membership game, Jo and Mickey landed themselves in a tie for 
first place among the masterpoint winners in our club for this period, and for that each 
will be rewarded with a free game. 
 
If you’re interested in complete results for our games, you’ll find them on our Unit 500 
Easybridge website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com. Look for the Fremont 
Easybridge Club calendar and click on your date of interest. 



 



Tri-City Bridge Club 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

37051 Cabrillo Terrace at Thornton Avenue 

Fremont 
             
 

Open/Stratified Games 

  

     Monday 10:30 a.m.            Saturday 1:00 p.m.      

 

 

Jim Solomon      Owner: Barbara Dabney            Chrystal 

Newell 

Club Manager/Director        Regular Substitute Director 

LSJ63@yahoo.com             chrystal512@yahoo.com 

510–538-9889         510–494-8446 
Club website: http://tricity.bridgeforyou.com 

 
 

The holiday season is upon us, and we’re going to be celebrating at the Tri-City club. 
Come join us on Saturday, December 20. We’ll have special treats—and feel free to 
bring any that you’d like to share with us. 
 
We’ll also be holding lots of special games for you this month at Tri-City. First there’s 
STaC week, with a chance for you to win those hard-to-come-by silver masterpoints 
hardly without leaving home. We’ll offer STaC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) games 
on Monday morning, the 8th, and on Saturday afternoon, the 13th. For each there’s an 
additional $1.50 in table fees. 
 
And we’ll end the year with three championship games: club championship games on 
Monday, December 22, and Saturday, December 27, and an ACBL Membership 
Championship game on Monday, December 29 (everyone invited, but only current 
ACBL members are eligible to receive masterpoints). There are no additional table fees 
for any of these three games. 
 
Also with the coming of December, we’ll return to the more commodious Parish Hall at 
St. James’ for all our games. It’ll be good to have graduated (once again) from Sunday 
school there. 
 



Alice Herceg was the Monday winner of our latest masterpoint race. For the Saturday 
game, we have a three-way tie: Joyce de Roco, Terry Kellerman, and Chrystal 
Newell. Each will receive a free game. 
 
 

 Schedule of Games & Locations 
 

Ashland Bridge Club (ABC) 

Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 
Thursday    10:30 am  Open/Stratified       Director:  Chuck Wong  925-736-2602 

             (cell)  925-413-4852    

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Fremont Easybridge Club (FEC) (0-150 MP)   

St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 
Tuesday        6:30 pm  Stratified/Limited (0-150 MP)  Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Lakeside Bridge Club (LBC) 

San Lorenzo Park Recreation Center, 1970 Via Buena Vista, San Lorenzo  94580 

Wednesday 10:30 am  Open/Stratified     Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 

Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 
Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified & 199er     Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 

Monday  1:00 pm Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:45 Lesson)  

Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Tri-City Bridge Club (TCBC) 
St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 

Monday  10:30 am   Open/Stratified     Director:  Jim Solomon 538-9889 

Saturday   1:00 pm   Open/Stratified     Director: Jim Solomon 538-9889 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2008 Unit 500 Board of Directors 

Bill Beeson 468-3590, Wayne Bennett 483-4889, Zoe Foster 925-735-1932, Carla 

Francis 582-5288, Marvin Griebrok 886-7021, Margaret Halland 553-1689, Jan 

Hollowell 783-8678, Joyce Morrison 728-1029, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Issi Stefani 

(925) 485-3285 and Marilyn Tott  888-9368 



 

 

District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Jim Solomon 538-9889  

Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  
 


