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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

 

SECTIONAL! 
  SECTIONAL!  
    SECTIONAL!  
 

        AUGUST 7, 8, & 9 
 

    Our one and only fund raiser is just around the corner and    

                  cannot be a success without you. 
  
The new site is the Hall at Transfiguration Church which is located on the left side of  East 
Castro Valley Blvd. - a little past the intersection at Crow Canyon Blvd. and across from 
PW Market.  
 

The flyer contains directions from all the major freeways. Be aware, there is a new freeway 
exit off 580 from Oakland. It is now the Grove Way/Crow Canyon Rd. exit 37, then left 
onto Grove Way and right onto E. Castro Valley Blvd. This new exit will open the 
beginning of July. 
 

Have a little time on Friday, Saturday or Sunday?   
 

The “Sectional Volunteer” sign up sheets have been put on a poster and await your 
commitment. Many helpers sharing a little of their time is all that is needed.  
 

**********************************************                                  

Our webmaster, Bill George, wants to remind everyone there is a player email list on the 
website: www.unit500.bridgeforyou.com. It is great for making bridge dates. Don’t forget, we 
have a directory, thanks to Hildegard Leslie, of unit 500 members as well as many others 
who frequent our games. If all else fails, contact anyone on the board and we will help. 
 
See you at the Sectional, 
 
Mary Ramos,  
Unit 500 President 
Note:  Joyce Morrison is the Board Member responsible for hospitality (“sunshine”) and she mails condolences from 
Unit 500 to the families of unit members who have passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her 
know when you hear about such players.  Telephone 510-728-1029 (leave a message if she’s not at home) or via email 
at joycebobmorr2K9@SBCglobal.net     



 
 

The South County News 

by Jim Solomon 
 
Next Up: the South County Sectional 
 
It’s only a little more than a month until our annual South County Sectional 
tournament, on Friday–Sunday, August 7–9. We expect you’ll be there, enjoying 

the bridge competition, meeting old friends and making new ones, indulging from our never-ending 
table of refreshments, earning silver masterpoints by the handful, and—oh, yeah—helping out with 
one or more of the many tasks that make this tournament of ours work, and work so well: setting up 
on the first day, preparing and serving snacks, manning the partnership desk, breaking things down 
on the final day, and so on. If you’d like to help (we’d love you to help), please contact tournament 
co-chairs Wayne Bennett or Mary Ramos. 
 
 
Club Changes 
 
We now have a new bridge club in South County: the Tutoriale BC in Castro Valley. Director 
Charlie Conrad has established this niche game for players with fewer than 300 masterpoints. This 
will appeal to intermediate players who aren’t quite ready to compete in our unit’s open games. The 
Tutoriale game will be held on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. (the same starting time as the open game 
at the Lakeside BC in San Lorenzo), beginning July 1st. Try it out! 
 
There’s also been a change in Fremont: the Tri-City BC, one of the oldest ACBL-sanctioned games 
in the Bay Area, has for many years held two games a week, one on Monday mornings and a second 
on Saturday afternoons. Attendance at the Monday game has declined over the years and is no longer 
financially viable under the former ownership arrangement and will close its doors as of the 
beginning of July. The Saturday game will continue as before, with your faithful correspondent 
continuing to serve as manager and director. The future of the Monday morning game in Fremont is 
still undetermined at press time; if and when it resumes, it will no longer be part of the Tri-City club. 
 
 
Members on the Move 
 
Elen Stoops of Fremont’s been learning bridge by reading, by playing occasionally in the Fremont 
Easybridge Club and Tri-City BC games, and now by joining the ACBL. Welcome, Elen. Welcome, too, to 
Katy and Kenneth Wright of Castro Valley. 
 
Moving up the Masterpoint Ladder 
 
Barbara Watts and Ilya Chizhov have passed the Junior Master milestone (20+ masterpoints), and Sharon 

Mistry and Henry Hornstein are now officially Club Masters (5+). Congratulations!  



 
 

In the Money on the Tournament Trail 
by Jim Solomon 

 
Note: The information that appears in this column is gleaned from my reviewing the results for sectional and 
regional tournaments in District 21, as well as the occasional national championship. To make sure that I 
haven’t overlooked your name (and performance), or to let me know of tournaments that you played in 

outside of our district, please get in touch with me, at mailto:LSJ63@ix.netcom.comLSJ63@ yahoo.com 
or 510-538-9889. 
 
 
California Capital Regional, DoubleTree Hotel, Sacramento, May 25–31 
 
Richard Feinberg had a fine time—and a fine tournament—in Sacramento back at the end of May. He 
started things off in the Swiss Teams on the first night of the tournament (Tuesday), with his team’s placing 
fifth overall and second in the B strat. Things got even better in the Thursday Evening Swiss: second OA and 
first in B. At the weekend his team won bracket 2 of the Compact Bracketed Team Knockouts, and then 
came the marquee event of the tournament, the two-day California Capital Swiss (this is a truly open event—
no stratification at all). Richard’s team, which included Jey Jeyakumar, placed a very respectable 15th, two 
places ahead of Steve Castellino’s team. And coming in second in this prestigious event was a team that 
included Jay Magid. 
 
Richard and your faithful correspondent sat next to each other in a match in bracket 1 of the Kings Bracketed 
Team KOs, and my teammates and I managed to win that round and go on to tie for third place in our 
bracket. I also had some success in the two-day Sutter Swiss Teams, with my team’s placing fourth in the 
middle strat. On Saturday my regular tournament partner and I grabbed sixth place in strat B of the Open 
Pairs, and Charlie Conrad & Bob Hamilton came in third in strat C; Elena Ziuleva was second overall. 
With another team, one that included Venkat Sivasankaran & Bill Hodges, we managed to tie for 13th 
place in strat B of the Sunday B/C/D Swiss. 
 
In other Swiss Teams action, Virginia Herring’s team came in fourth in strat B on Friday Evening, and on 
Saturday Evening, Bill Cubley’s team won first overall. In other pair events, Doug Burke & Kevin 

Schoenfeld placed tenth in strat A and third in B in the Wednesday Open Pairs, and Steve & Collette 

Castellino were fifth in B in the Friday edition of that event. In Friday’s Capital Side Game, Joyce & Dave 

Denyven placed second overall, and in the Saturday session of that series, Kunio Okui was fourth in A. 
 
 
East Bay Sectional, Holy Redeemer Center, Oakland, June 5–7 
 
The South County star in this recent nearby tournament was Terry Terzian. He and frequent partner Clark 
Millikan won the Saturday Morning Open Pairs, against some very fine competition. In the same event, 
Vince De Pasquale & Joe Parker placed fifth in the A strat and second in B, and Darrell Fung was sixth in 
B. While that event was going on, Lyn Rabello & Zoe Foster came in fourth in the middle strat of the 
Morning 299er Pairs, and in the afternoon Nancy Boyd placed fifth overall in the Open Pairs. 
 
The tournament began the previous day, and in the Friday Afternoon Open Pairs, Civia Rudman came in 
fifth in strat B; Doreen Flores & Jeff Cabral tied for second in C. In that evening’s Open Pairs, Virginia 

Herring & Vince claimed sixth in strat  A. 
 
 



 
 
 
In the Sunday Bracketed Swiss Teams, Dave & Joyce Denyven teamed with Marty Holtz and won third 
place in bracket 2. Darrell’s team won bracket 3, and a team that included Stephanie Singer came in second 
in bracket 5. 
 
 
San Francisco Summer Sectional, Janet Pomeroy Center, June 13–14 
 
It was a lovely couple of days out in the far west reaches of The City—almost too nice to be sitting in a 
rehabilitation center playing bridge. Didn’t seem to bother Steve Chen, however: he was second overall in 
the Saturday Open Pairs, with Chuck Wong not too far behind, in sixth. That afternoon Jay Magid tied for 
second overall in the Side Pairs. Jay struck it very rich on Sunday in the A/X flight of the Swiss Teams: first 
overall; Steve Castellino’s team was fourth, Jey Jeyakumar’s was sixth, and a team that included your 
faithful correspondent brought up the rear, tying for fifth in the X strat. 



 
 

 

 

 

TUTORIALE BRIDGE CLUB IS HERE!! 
 

FIRST GAME WEDNESDAY JULY 1st 

 

All players with less than 300 master points are welcome to join us for a 

friendly game of bridge, every Wednesday 10:30 am to 2 pm. 

Only basic conventions allowed.  Very few 
alertable calls, so that less experienced players 

will have a fair chance to win. 
 

Free coffee, tea, snacks available 
Plenty of parking 

 

Check out our new web site  
http://charlieconrad.bridgeforyou.com 

 

Tutoriale Center for Education 
20660 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley 

(Behind Wachovia Bank, corner of Castro Valley Blvd) 
Director:  Charlie Conrad 

Call or email:  (510)329-5916 or  ccconrad313@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Profile of Martin (Marty) David Holtz 
 
Marty is a player well-known at our clubs, a fierce competitor and yet he shows 
a gentle side with inexperienced players.   He likes conventions, especially the 
Bergen raises, which he plays at all times.  When asked to mentor he gladly 
helped out by playing with Darrell Fung and Taylor Lyen.  While he states he is 
“not well suited for it”, he is always ready to mentor the next new player.  His 
love of the game of Bridge is obvious and he enjoys sharing it with others. 
 
Marty grew up in Oneonta, New York where he attended Hartwick College 
graduating in 1961 with a degree in Chemistry. With a choice of Michigan, 
Stanford or UC Berkeley for graduate school he chose Berkeley because of Slate a left wing activist 
group opposed to McCarthy.  When asked if he was a physical or nuclear chemistry student he said 
nuclear. While studying nuclear chemistry he met his wonderful future wife, Georgia.  They 
married in 1967.  They have one daughter, Erin, married to Bryan.  Marty and Georgia are happy to 
have two wonderful grandsons, six year old David and four year old Ben. 
 
Martin and nuclear chemistry didn’t get along too well and in 1967 he left the University to sell 
Wink Wideangle mirrors.  He and Georgia operated a Safety Center and gas station at Shattuck and 
Vine in Berkeley which soon failed. He says he was lucky to land a job selling VW parts but was 
fired for selling his own parts on the side.  So they were forced to start their own business selling 
VW parts out of a VW truck with a little store built on the back.  Finding success at last, the 
business grew and grew.  Moving out of their garage through a succession of warehouses he wound 
up with a 55,000 sq. ft. warehouse in San Leandro and a 35,000 sq. ft. warehouse in Richmond, Va.  
They even started their own brand of auto parts, the Qualitee brand. In a combination of business 
and pleasure they traveled to Germany, Italy and Brazil to various auto parts shows and to see 
suppliers.   
 
Georgia is a biking enthusiast and, according to Marty, “has biked all over the globe.”  She is a 
member of the Grizzly Peak Bike Club.  Marty loves cars and keeps up on all the new models, such 
as the Cube.  The Rio 5X5 must be a special vehicle because that is what he drives!  In his spare 
time Marty plays bridge online on BBO and this is a surprise – he is a dog walker!  He can take as 
many as three dogs at a time and they all get a good workout, especially Marty.   
 
His bridge life began at college, true of so many players.  He played duplicate at the Rad Lab with 
Frank Asaro forty-five years ago.  He started playing seriously at Doug’s game in Piedmont.  He 
joined Unit 500 and began playing at Terry’s games about four years ago “because Terry and the 
Board Members, like Mary, put so much into it.”  His favorite partners include Joe Parker, Charlie 
Conrad, Jim Harper, Les Friedman, Kevin Schoenfeld, Bill Maxedon, Gloria Darke, and Marion 
Kelly. He likes to play online with Fish from Niagara Falls.   I doubt if Marty ever turns down a 
Bridge game anywhere.  
 
We make so many fine friends at the bridge tables and Marty is a unique serious player we are 
happy to know better.  Thanks for sharing your life with us, Marty; we will be seeing you often at 
the games.  ---   Jan Hollowell   --- 



 
 

Unit 500 Easybridge Clubs      
 

                               Manager/Director: Jim Solomon     510�538�9889    
LSJ53@yahoo.com 

 

             Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 
 
 

                       Fremont Easybridge Club  
 

Tuesday Evenings            Parish Hall, St. James’ 
Episcopal Church 
   Newcomer Lesson and Game (0–20 MP):  5:30–9:15 p.m. 37051 Cabrillo Drive at 

Thornton Avenue 

   Intermediate Stratified/Limited (0–150 MP) Game: 6:00–9:15 p.m.     

Fremont 

 

   Hayward Weekes Park Easybridge Club 
    Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District 

(H.A.R.D.) 
 

Thursday Afternoons       Weekes Park Community Center 
  Newcomer Lesson and Game (0–20 MP):  12:30–3:30 p.m.         27182 
Patrick Avenue 

  Intermediate Stratified/Limited (0–150 MP) Game: 1:00–3:30 p.m.     

Hayward 
 
Our Easybridge program continues to grow and grow. Last month we welcomed to our games 
Victor De Grande of San Leandro, recent Milpitas arrivals (from Gaithersburg, MD) Sandy & 
John Lee, and Cathie Kelly of Fremont. Victor hadn’t played for some 22 years and is now 
taking up the game again—and he’s a comer! 
 
This is the space in which I usually tell you about special games coming up during this month. 
We have none scheduled in July (except at the beach), but please take note that no game will be 
held at Weekes on Thursday, July 2nd. 
 
In our Club Championship game in Fremont on Tuesday evening, June 23rd, our newcomers 
(but obviously not newcomers to bridge) Sandy & John Lee claimed first overall with a very 
nice 63% game. Don & Camille Gillis came in first in the C strat.  
 
On Thursday, June 25th, the Hayward Weekes Park club participated in the ACBL Interclub 
Championship game that was being held simultaneously that afternoon in at least ten other 
clubs across North America. The top two pairs in our game catapulted themselves into the 



 
 
national standings: Bob Locke & Wayne Miller came out seventh overall as well as second in 
the B and C strats, and Betty & Dug Howd ended up seventh in B and fifth in C. Well done! 
 
Since our last report, the high masterpoint winner in the Fremont Easybridge Club has again 
been Michael Rose, but this time tied with regular partner Ruth Davis; each will receive half a 
free play at an Easybridge game of their choosing. At Weekes Park the top MP earner was 
Victor De Grande; he’ll receive a full free play. 
 
You’ll find complete results and special announcements for our games at our Unit 500 
Easybridge website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com. 



 
 



 
 
 

           REDWOOD BRIDGE CLUB           REDWOOD BRIDGE CLUB           REDWOOD BRIDGE CLUB           REDWOOD BRIDGE CLUB            

MONDAY 1 PM  

OPEN & NON-LIFE MASTER  
             Kenneth Aitken Senior & Community Center                   

17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  
 
             

         
 

 

Special games this month: 
August 18 Club Championship    Marina BC  10:30 AM 

August 24 Silver Point Game 

August 25 Silver Point Game 

August 26   Lakeside BC  10:30 AM 

 

 
Hurry!  Ask about special promotional rate! 

HEY LOOK-  
   TERRY'S 2009 BRIDGE CRUISE! 

 
 

MEXICAN RIVIERA & SEA OF CORTEZ 
-Roundtrip from San Francisco! 

-with an optional train ride to the Copper Canyon! 
 

October 12, 2009        11 nights/12 days aboard NCL’s Norwegian Sun 

 

San Francisco- Topolobampo- La Paz- Mazatlan- Puerto Vallarta-  Cabo San Lucas- 
 San Francisco 

 
rates start at just $959 per person plus port charges/ government fees (for an inside cabin,  

category I, based on double occupancy). * $25 shipboard credit per person! * 
 Please inquire for a brochure for full details. Rates subject to change depending on cabin 

availability. 
 
 

 



 
 

Tri-City Bridge Club 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

37051 Cabrillo Terrace at Thornton Avenue 

Fremont 
 

         Jim Solomon 

         Club Manager & Director 
           LSJ63@yahoo.com 

                 510-538-9889 
 

Club website: http://tricity.bridgeforyou.com 
 
 
 
There’s big—and sad—news for Tri-City players this month. Our club (formerly the Fremont Duplicate Bridge 
Center), one of the oldest in the Bay Area, for years has sponsored two ACBL-sanctioned games, on Monday 
mornings and Saturday afternoons. Despite the efforts of a succession of club owners, managers and directors 
over the past several years to attract new players to the game and retain them as regular players, attendance at the 
Monday game has shrunk to the point of no longer being financially viable. For that reason and others, as of the 
beginning of this month there will no longer be an ACBL-sanctioned game on Monday mornings as part of the 
Tri-City BC. 
 
This will undoubtedly come as disappointment to those of you who’ve been loyal supporters of the game 
through the years, though, upon reflection, probably no great surprise. I regret that this decision had to made, 
but, as I said, it was the only decision that makes financial sense, and it’s been long in coming. I hope the game 
will be revived soon, but it will no longer be under the aegis of the Tri-City club. I also hope that many of you 
Monday players who aren’t already playing in the Saturday afternoon game will consider doing that; you’ll be 
more than welcome. 
 
In July we’ll be presenting our second game in this season’s North American Pairs club-level qualifying process. 
Were you there for our NAP game on June 20th? If so, then you know what a terrific turnout we saw, and the 
odds are you were among the pairs who won some of the 28+ red and black masterpoints that we awarded that 
day. If not, or if you didn’t attend, or if you did and would like more of the same, join us on Saturday, July 18 for 
our next NAP game! 
 
In that June NAP game, first place overall went to Saturday regulars J. T. Wang & Amy Wu—a strat C pair (in 
NAP land, anyway)! First in the E/W direction were Gil Reeser & Darrell Fung. Bob Locke & Wayne Miller 
claimed first in strat C E/W. 
 
Please note that the Tri-City club will be closed on the first Saturday in July—the Fourth of July! 
 
The top masterpoint winners in our Saturday game over the last reporting period (late May–late June) were J. T. 
Wang and Amy Wu. Each will receive a half free play at a Saturday game of their choice. 
 
For more detailed results of all games, as well as announcements about special events and late-breaking news, 
visit our club website (you’ll find the address above). 



 
 

Schedule of Games & Locations 
 

The Bridge Club (BC) 

Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 
Thursday    10:30 am  Open/Stratified       Director:  Bill Hodges (790-0496)  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Easybridge Club (FEC) (0-150 MP)   

St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 

Tuesday        6:00 pm (5:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-150 MP)  

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hayward Weekes Park Easybridge Club (WEZB) (0-20/0-150 MP)   

Weekes Park Community Center, 27182 Patrick Avenue, Hayward  94544 

Thursday       1:00 pm (12:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-20/0-150 MP)  

Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lakeside Bridge Club (LBC) 

San Lorenzo Park Recreation Center, 1970 Via Buena Vista, San Lorenzo  94580 

Wednesday 10:30 am  Open/Stratified     Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified & 199er     Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 

Monday  1:00 pm Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:45 Lesson)  

Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tri-City Bridge Club (TCBC) 

St. James’ Episcopal Church, 37051 Cabrillo at Thornton, Fremont 94536 
Saturday    1:00 pm    Open/Stratified      Director: Jim Solomon 538-9889 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tutoriale Bridge Club (TBC) 
Tutoriale Center for Education, 20660 Redwood Road, Castro Valley 

Wednesday     10:30 pm  Limited  (0-300MPs)  Director:  Charlie Conrad (329-5916) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



 
 

2008 Unit 500 Board of Directors 

 

Bill Beeson 468-3590, Wayne Bennett 483-4889, Zoe Foster (925) 735-1932, Carla 

Francis 582-5288, Marvin Griebrok 886-7021, Jan Hollowell 783-8678, Joyce Morrison 

728-1029, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285 and Marilyn Tott  888-

9368, Ann Vargas 886-5333 
 

 

District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Jim Solomon 538-9889  

Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  
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