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FEC -   Fremont EasyBridge Club  
HEC – Hayward  Easybridge Club 
*BC – The Bridge Club, Ashland-Game in 
honor of Bill Hodges 
**FBC –Fremont Bridge Club –New location 
as of May 30.  Contact Barbara Dabney. 

 

-------STaC Week Games in Unit 500------ 



 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
 
 
At our annual lasagna game held on Friday, April 29, we presented awards to the 
Mini-McKenney and Ace of Clubs winners for 2010.   Congratulations to these 
players!  We were pleased to have a good turnout who enjoyed the lasagna, garlic 
bread, Isie’s special salad, and delicious decorated cake.  Soft yellow flowers decorated the room.  
Terry provided hand records for the day, a great special service to our players.  Hand records are so 
helpful for learning and improving one’s game.  Results from the April 29th Unit game will be in our 
June Table Talk.   

Well, I have learned that if you want a job done well, assign it to Zoe.  She chaired our campaign to 
get more players wearing name badges.  More than seventy players have ordered badges which will be 
arriving soon.  The Ace of Spades seems to be the most popular badge and the company was awaiting 
a new supply which has delayed our delivery. Badges are expected about May 15.  Many thanks, 
Zoe, for your enthusiasm with this project!  And thanks to all the players who will be showing off 
their new name badges soon. 

Our telephone directory is going to print very soon.  If you have any changes or would like your name 
added, please let Hildegard or me know right away.  Unit 500 publishes this directory every other year 
and we hope to have it as current as possible.  Hildegard Leslie, 793-4820, handles this for Unit 500. 

May 2-8 is STAC Week.  Our clubs will be participating in the Western Conference Spring STAC.  
All masterpoints are silver and enhanced as in a tournament.  In fact, STAC is an acronym for 
Sectional Tournament at Clubs.  Players can win masterpoints in local games, as well as competing for 
overall standings throughout District 21.  If you are looking for silver points, this is a perfect time to 
get them. 

Speaking of tournaments, this is just another reminder that Unit 500’s sectional is coming up.  Mark 
your calendars. This is our only fundraiser of the year and we count on your support. 

 

See you at the tables, 

Jan Hollowell, President  

    
 
 
Note:   Joyce Morrison is the Board Member responsible for hospitality.  She mails 
condolences to the families of unit members who have passed away and get well cards to those 
who are ill.  Please let her know when you hear of such players.  Phone 510-728-1029 (leave a message if she’s not home) 
or email –joycebobmorr2K9@sbcglobal.net. 

Hot August Bridge 
Sectional 

August 5, 6, 7 



The South County News 
by Jim Solomon 

 
 
STaC Week is Here! 
 
The ACBL Western Conference’s first (of three) STaC weeks is upon us. STaC—
Sectional Tournament at Clubs—games award only one color of masterpoints: the 

coveted silver points, usually winnable only by traveling to sectional tournaments. Here’s your chance 
to win them in the comfort and convenience of your favorite club(s), and at a cost (forget about gas 
prices!) of only an additional $1.50 (above our current $7 table fees), which is what the Western 
Conference charges club managers for these games. For this you’ll be playing preduplicated boards, 
receiving hand records at the end of the game, and winning silver points—and, if your score is high 
enough, maybe lots of ’em if you place in the conference overall results. All of our South County clubs 
will be participating. 
 
 
Our Bridge Blogger 
 
Stephen Castellino of Fremont is now a regular blogger on the Bridge Winners website 
(www.bridgewinners.com). His first article, on his adventures at the World Bridge Series last October, 
appeared as the lead article on the April 12th edition of that site, and other articles (including the 
continuation of Stephen’s Philadelphia story) will follow. If you like reading accounts of bridge played 
at the highest levels, complete with discussion of many intriguing and informative hands, you’ll want to 
become a regular reader of Stephen’s contribution. 
 
 
Table Fee Increases on the Horizon 
 
Beginning July 1st, all but one of our bridge clubs will be raising their table fees to $8 for regular club 
games. This’ll be the first such increase in over six and a half  years and has been necessitated by a 
variety of things: 
 

• a decision earlier this year by the Hayward Area Recreation and Park District to increase fees. 
(HARD is the sponsor and host of three of our clubs: the Redwood BC, the Ashland BC, and 
the Hayward Easybridge Club.) 

• a rent hike imposed at the end of last year by Merrill Gardens of Fremont, host of the games of 
the Tri-City BC and the Fremont Easybridge Club. (I’ve delayed by six months passing the 
additional cost to players in those games, to coordinate it with the increases in the other clubs.) 

• the general rise in the cost of living in our economy and our geographical area (fuel and food 
prices (to mention only two), both of which figure directly into the costs of running our clubs 

 
This will put our fees on a par with those in many other units in the Bay Area, some of which are now 
charging $10 for a regular club game. 
 
Barbara Dabney has chosen to keep table fees at the Fremont BC at $7 until further notice. 
 
 
Members New and on the Move 
 
Welcome to Eunice Hauler of Hayward, who’s transferred to South County from her former unit in Mesa, AZ.  
 
 



Moving up the Masterpoint Ladder 
 
Lots of moving this month! First, our Table Talk editor Carla Francis has become a Bronze Life Master (500+ 
masterpoints under the older system). Joyce Morrison and Ilya Chizhov are new Regional Masters (100+ 
MPs). Barbara Watts has advanced to the rank of Sectional Master (50+ MPs), Pam Fisher to Club Master 
(20+), and Susan Engelhart to Junior Master (5+). Congratulations to all of you! 
 

 
In the Money on the Tournament Trail by Jim Solomon 

 
Note: The information that appears in this column is gleaned from my reviewing the results for sectional and re-
gional tournaments in District 21, as well as the occasional national championship. To make sure that I haven’t 
overlooked your name (and performance), or to let me know of tournaments in which you played outside of our 
district, please get in touch with me, at LSJ63@ yahoo.com or 510-538-9889. 
 
 
Marin Spring Sectional, Marin Catholic High School, Kentfield, April 9–10 
 
A few South County players put in an appearance at this semiannual tournament, in the B/C/D flight of the 
Sunday Swiss teams. Bill Cubley & Stephanie Singer’s team tied for sixth overall and fourth in C, and your 
faithful correspondent’s team gasped its way to tenth overall. 
 
 
Reno April Showers Sectional, Nugget Hotel & Casino, Sparks, NV, April 13–17 
 
Reno/Sparks has a variety of attractions, and Terry Terzian took advantage of one: playing bridge at this 
sectional, and he made the time worthwhile, with a sixth overall in the A/X flight of the Friday Afternoon pairs, 
and again on Saturday Afternoon A/X pairs, with a fourth overall. Nice goin’! 
 
 
 
 

News from the Fremont Bridge Club 
 
Many times good things come from not so good things.  When we showed up for bridge today 
(04/25/2011) we were met with signs on the door that said “No Bridge Today”.  Needless to say I was 
more than a little upset.  But, as a result of this, I have decided to have our Monday game at my home 
and the charge will be only $4.00.  Our first game at our new location will be May 30, 2011.  I will 
send a map and directions to all our regular players.  If you can come, please call me at 510-599-6308 
and I will send you directions as well.  I live in Hayward just off Industrial Blvd.  I am looking 
forward to this new arrangement, and I hope since it will be closer for some of you and less expensive, 
you will give us a try.  In the meantime, we will have a STaC game on May 2nd, and a unit game on 
May 16th at our old location, the Centerville Community Center on Country Drive in Fremont.  All 
games begin at 10:30 a.m.  Hope to see you soon. 

Barbara Dabney 



 

     ASHLAND BRIDGE CLUB 
              Ashland Community Center 
         1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro CA 94578     
        
         Director:  Charlie Conrad 
 
        

OPEN GAME THURSDAY MORNINGS AT 10:30 
 

THERE'S A GREAT BRIDGE GAME WAITING FOR YOU!! 
Come join us for a fun duplicate game!!    Friendly crowd and great eats!! 
Currently we have an open section.  If we can get enough participation, we'll add a 
Non-Life Master section so less experienced players can enjoy bridge with and against 
their peers. 

Table fees are still $7 per session. 
  
We're going to have several special games in May: 
--STAC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) game on May 5th.  Silver points for everyone 
who places!!  (Extra Charge $1.50) 
 
--Special Charity Game in memory of former director Bill Hodges on 
May 12th .  (Suggested donation of $1 or more, which will go to the 
American Cancer Society, at Bill's family's request) 
 
--Club Championship Game on May 19th.  Extra Master points at no extra cost. 
And in June through August, we'll have red point North American Pairs games!! 

 
Come with or without a partner.  If you know you'll need a partner 
beforehand, please e-mail or call Charlie.  (510) 329-5916 or 
cconrad313@aol.com 
 
For announcements and game results, please see our website: 
http://charlieconrad.bridgeforyou.com 



Unit 500 Easybridge Clubs 
 
                               Manager/Director: Jim Solomon    510-538-9889    LSJ63@yahoo.com 

 
             Website:  http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 

         

                     Fremont Easybridge Club 
 
 
 

Tuesday Evenings        Penthouse, 3rd Floor, Merrill Gardens of Fremont 
   Intermediate Lesson:  5:45–6:15 p.m.            2860 Country Drive at Paseo Padre Parkway 
   Intermediate/Newcomer Stratified/Limited (0–300 MP) Game: 6:15–9:45 p.m.     Fremont  94536 
 

            Hayward Easybridge Club 
 Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District (H.A.R.D.) 

 

Thursday Afternoons       Weekes Park Community Center 
  Newcomer Lesson and Stratified Game (0–20 MP): 12:00–3:30 p.m.         27182 Patrick Avenue 
  Intermediate Lesson and Stratified/Limited Game (0–300 MP):  12:30–4:00 p.m.    Hayward  94544 
 
 
ACBL Western Conference STaC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) week is upon us, your chance to win silver masterpoints in 
the comfort and convenience of your local bridge club (the only other place you can get ’em is at sectional tournaments). We’ll 
hold STaC games in Fremont on Tuesday, May 3rd, and in Hayward on Thursday, May 5th. I’ll be preparing (preduplicating) 
the boards, and after the game you’ll receive a hand record. The Western Conference charges an extra $1.50 as a silver point 
fee, and I ask that you have the correct change. 
  
In addition, we’ll hold a very special Club Championship game in Fremont on Tuesday, May 24; ACBL calls it an upgraded club 
championship, awarded for your having joined ACBL with Fremont Easybridge as your home club. And in Hayward on 
Thursday, May 26, we’ll offer an ACBL International Fund Championship game. 
 
Please note that both clubs will be closed during the second and third weeks of the months; i.e. no games in Fremont on May 
10 and 17, and none in Hayward on May 12 and 19. 
 
In April we participated in an ACBL Interclub Championship game, on the 12th, and the evening belonged to Cynthia & 
Arnold George. Even after their 66% game was reduced by more than three percentage points by ACBL’s across-the-field 
scoring, they still placed 7th overall, as well as 3rd in the B strat and 2nd in C. This is all the more impressive given that among 
the 17 clubs and 240 pairs across North America competing in the event, all were open games (with no masterpoint limit) 
except one, namely our Fremont Easybridge Club. Well done!  
 
Last month was also ACBL’s annual Charity Month, and we celebrated in a big way. We held Charity Club Championship pairs 
games in Fremont on April 5th, when the Georges came in first overall and first in strat B (first in C were John Sullivan & 
Bill Laird); the 19th, when it was Charlie Tonelli’s & Jonathan Sloves’ turn for first overall (1st in B: Bev Chance & Barb 
Watts); 1st in C: Bill & John); and the 26th, a Swiss teams charity game, in which the first-place team was that of Nuno Rebelo 
& Vicky Santos, Joanne Baumgardner, & Carol Ackerman. Second place went to the team of Charlie, Jonathan, John, & 
Bill. 
 
In Hayward we celebrated Charity Month on the 7th, when Kate Hare & Charlie claimed first, with Terry Gardner and 
newcomer Drayton Swartz the runners-up. At the very end of March we held an ACBL Educational Foundation 
Championship game, won by Solita & Perry Julien. 
 
High point honors for the last reporting period in Fremont went to Arnold George, on the strength of his above-noted 
successes plus his nice showing in our March 29th Pro-Am game, when he partnered with Carol Ackerman (first place in that 
game went to Nuno Rebelo & Barbara Hansen). In Hayward the high point winner was Terry Gardner. Both have a free 
play awaiting them at a game of their choice. 
You’ll find detailed results for our games, announcements about special events, and late-breaking news at our Unit 500 
Easybridge website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com. 

                           HEY LOOK- Bridge Cruises with Terry in 2011 and 2012! 
 
LOTS of cruises to choose from! 

  



 
GRAND PANAMA CANAL   Coral Princess   San Francisco to Ft. Lauderdale, departing Sept. 26, 
2011      
   15days     Cruise only rates starting from $1,624 
 
GRAND SOUTH AMERICA   Star Princess   Rio de Janeiro to San Francisco, departing Feb. 18, 
2012 
   30 days    Cruise only rates starting from $2,490   “Once in a lifetime” experience! 
 
SOUTH AMERICA- ANDES   Star Princess   Santiago, Chile to San Francisco, departing March 3, 
2012 
  16 days    Cruise only rates starting from $1,145 
 
MEXICAN RIVIERA   Star Princess   Round-trip San Francisco, departing April 3, 2012 
  10 days    Cruise only rates starting from $1,099.  This is the one and only Princess Mexican Riviera 
sailing 
   round-trip from San Francisco next winter/spring, and is sure to be a sell-out. If you wait too long to 
reserve  
   your cabin, you may be disappointed. Book now! 
 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS   Star Princess   Round-trip San Francisco, departing April 28, 2012 
  15 days    Cruise only rates starting from $1,670.  This is virtually the first time in the past 20 years 
this  
   cruise has been offered, San Francisco to the Hawaiian Islands, round-trip. This will be a very 
popular     
   sailing, book early! 
 
For complete information about any of these cruises, please contact Terry or pick up a flyer at one of 
the games. 
 
Special Games This Month 
!!
May 2   STaC   Redwood BC!!
May 3   STaC   Marina BC!!
May 4   STaC   Redwood BC!!
May 6   STaC   11 AM Marina BC *Advance Sign-Ups Requested*!!
May 10  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP   Marina BC!!
May 16  UNIT GAME   Redwood BC!!
May 18  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP   Redwood BC!!
May 23  INTER-CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP   Redwood BC!!
May 30  Redwood BC open on Memorial Day !

 
 
 
 
 

 



Top Ten Ways to Destroy Duplicate Bridge 

 
 Rudeness at the bridge table should never be tolerated. If someone is preventing you from enjoying 
your game call the Director. This Top Ten article was reprinted from the Club Managers Newsletter, 
Fall 1996. It was submitted by Jerry Helms, Charlotte NC, June 1996  

 
#10 Discuss prior results and generally ignore new opponents as they arrive at your table.  

#9 Assume a haughty superior posture and provide only the name of a convention, rather than an 
explanation, when questioned regarding a bid.  

#8 Use unusual methods to confuse opponents while never providing proper, full disclosure.  

#7 Claim after a few tricks and then display your irritation when clarification is requested.  

#6 Appear impatient while an opponent thinks instead of making the "obvious and automatic" play.  

#5 Use a loud, accusatory tone to summon the director regarding possible rule violations.  

#4 Roll your eyes and shake your head when less experienced players achieve good results through 
luck or a method of which you do not approve.  

#3 Grin, laugh and gloat visibly when you get a good result from a mistake by the opponents.  

#2 Provide unsolicited bridge lessons to opponents who are obviously not aware of how much they 
need your advice.  

#1 Spread accusations regarding other player's ethics when yours are the ones in question.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tri-City Bridge Club 
 

Merrill Gardens at Fremont 
2860 Country Drive at Paseo Padre Parkway 

Fremont  94536 
 
           Jim Solomon 
            Club Manager & Director 
             LSJ63@yahoo.com 
             510-538-9889 
     Saturdays at 12:30 p.m. 
     Open and 299er games, attendance permitting 

   (both stratified) 
Club website: http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com 

 
 
Three special games are on tap in May: 
 

• May 7: STaC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) game: ACBL’s Western Conference allows us to 
award silver masterpoints at this club game, for an extra $1.50. 

• May 14: closed 
• May 21: spring quarterly Club Championship (pairs): extra masterpoints, no extra fee 
• May 28: ACBL Educational Foundation Swiss teams championship game: $1 extra 

 
And if we’re speed printers—and you’re a speed reader—there’s time for you to join in the fun of our 
Spring Swiss Teams Festival (also an ACBL Charity Club Championship) on April 30th. 
 
In April we were proud to host a Unit Championship game, on the 9th, won by the new partnership of 
Sreedhar Vaidun & Terry Kellerman. April was also ACBL’s Charity Month, and in observation of that 
we held two Charity Club Championship pairs games. And the winners were… 
 

• Apr. 2: a tie for first overall (and for first in the B strat) between Glenn Boyce & Kathy Von 
Dohre and Sreedhar & the playing director. 

• Apr. 16: Bill Cubley & Prakash Karamchandani were first overall and first  in B; Amy Wu & J. 
T. Wang were atop strat C. 

 
Our top masterpoint earners for the past reporting period were Bill Cubley & Prakash Karamchandani. 
For that accomplishment each will have waiting half a free play in a game of their choice. Congratulations 
to you both! 
 
For more detailed results of all games, as well as announcements about special events (including the 
complete schedule for our special games in 2011) and late-breaking news, visit our club website: 
http://jimsolomon.bridgeforyou.com. You can find abbreviated game results also on the ACBL website: 
go to www.acbl.org, click on “Club Game Results” in the list on the left side of the home page, and 
proceed from there. 
 



Schedule of Games & Locations 
 

The Bridge Club, Ashland (BC) 
Ashland Community Center, 1530 167th Avenue, San Leandro  94578 

Thursday    10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Director:  Charlie Conrad  329-5916 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fremont Bridge Club (FBC) 

Centerville Community Center, 3355 Country Drive, Fremont 94536 
Monday  10:30 am  Open/Stratified   (as of May 30, contact Barbara for location)  

Director:  Barbara Dabney 599-6308 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fremont Easybridge Club (FEC) (0-20/0-300 MP)   
Merrill Gardens of Fremont, 2860 Country Drive at Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont 94536 

Tuesday       6:15 pm (5:45 Lesson)  Newcomer (0-20 MP), Stratified/Limited (0-300 MP)  
Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hayward Easybridge Club (HEC) (0-300 MP)   
Weekes Parks Community Center, 27182 Patrick Ave, Hayward  

Thursday       1:00 pm (12:30 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-300 MP) 
Director: Jim Solomon  538-9889 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 
Monday  12:30 pm Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections  (12:15 Lesson) 
Wednesday    11:15 am Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections   

Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tri-City Bridge Club (TCBC) 
Merrill Gardens of Fremont, 2860 Country Drive at Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont 94536 

Saturday    12:30 pm    Open/Stratified       
Director: Jim Solomon 538-9889 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2011 Unit 500 Board of Directors 
Bill Beeson 468-3590, Wayne Bennett 483-4889, Charlie Conrad 733-5311, Zoe Foster (925) 735-1932, Carla 

Francis 582-5288,  Jan Hollowell 783-8678, Susan Lampert 278-5322,  
Joyce Morrison 728-1029, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285,  

Marilyn Tott  888-9368 and Ann Vargas 886-5333 
District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Jim Solomon 538-9889   
Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288  
Webmaster:  Bill George  538-2449 

 
 


