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July 11 Unit Game postponed. 
Save the Dates:  Castro Valley Sectional  

Aug 1, 2, 3 –Plan to play and                                
support our unit! 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

 

As most of you know, I am away from the bridge tables and going 
through a long medical process.  Things seem to be progressing as 
they should and the days are going by.  I hope to be back to bridge in 
September.  I want to thank you for all the good wishes you have 
sent in cards and emails.  I miss everyone and it is great to hear from 
you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans are continuing for the Castro Valley Sectional, to be held on August 1, 2, 3.  Mary 
Ramos and Charlie Conrad will co-chair the tournament.  We need the participation of all our Unit 500 
members. You will find games for all levels, with 299er games every day.  Plan to play!  And 
volunteer to help if you can.  The flyer is in this issue of Table Talk 
and on our website, as well as in this month’s District 21 Forum.       

 

                                                                      

Jan Hollowell,  President                                                                       

                                                                                          
Note:   Ann Vargas is the Board Member responsible for hospitality.  She mails condolences to the families of unit members who have 
passed away and get well cards to those who are ill.  Please let her know when you hear of such players.  Phone 510-886-5333 (leave a 
message if she’s not home) or email Iwalk4fun@aol.com. 

 

 
                 The July 11th Unit-sponsored game has  been                                    
       postponed until later in the year.  If you have  
       already planned your teams, we apologize.                                        



 

The South County News  
By Charlie Conrad 

 
We have new writers for this column!!  Kate Hare and Pam Fisher will be teaming up for the South 
County News and the Unitscope article in the Contract Bridge Forum.  This month marks my last 
submission of these articles after two years.  I’ll be out of town most of the summer and into the fall.  So 
I’m happy that Kate and Pam will take over the fun duty of writing about the people and events that 
make up Unit 500.  You’ll see their byline next month. 

 
We miss Jan.  Since she’ll be out on medical leave for a couple more months, Barbara Dabney will be 
joining me as co-director of the Easybridge! games. 

 
The Grand Opening of Terry’s Saturday game was May 3.  Table fees were zero, and he had a huge 
turnout.  He plans to continue this game almost every Saturday.  Attendance permitting he’ll offer both 
open and limited sections. 

 
Our San Felipe club experienced a large increase in attendance over the past two months due to bargain 
pricing. This culminated with a full nine tables last Friday’s team game.  Starting in June we’ll celebrate 
$6 for the Summer!  Every Friday game through the end of August will share in this price, which is a 
full 25% off the regular table fees.  

 
STaC:  Our players earned large silver point awards by placing high in STaC games last month.  In fact, 
three of our pairs were first in their events throughout the Western Conference.  Pat Edgar and Celia 
Bjerkan were first in the Monday afternoon 999r pairs, while Ivar and Betty Kvalnes took third.  On 
Tuesday afternoon Virginia Herring and Jane McCoy finished in 21st place. 

 
Wednesday morning saw Andy Sass and Terry Gardner win fourth place.  Jim Hanavan and Linda 
Duchscherer were 14th in C.  By far the biggest winners of the week came in our Easybridge! games.  
Sarah Simmerman and Barbara Dabney finished first overall in the Thursday morning 499r pairs.  Joan 
Koning and Arlene Morgan finished first overall in the Saturday afternoon 499rs, while Carol Alliger 
and Marion Michel placed 6th in C. 

 
TOURNAMENT TRAIL:  The Sacramento Regional is upon us this week.  Results next month from 
Kate and Pam. 

 
ADVANCEMENTS:  Many of our Easybridge! players are now attending other games in our unit and 
earning masterpoints. Barbara Folse and Ed Green are now Junior Masters.  And Bill Cox has now 
joined the ranks of Club Master.  Congratulations to all. 

 
MEMBERS ON THE MOVE:  We have five new members in our unit.  Lynn Gurnee and Judi Vinci 
joined ACBL.  Shailesh Shah has returned to the league after several years’ absence.  Carol Alliger and 
Frisco Del Rosario transferred in from other units.  And Sandy Rush has moved to the Sacramento Unit. 

 
COMING UP:  June through August, all of our clubs are holding North American Pairs (NAP) 
qualifying events at the club level.  You can qualify in flights A, B, and C to play in the Unit level 
games this Fall.  Unit 500 will hold one of these in October.  These games carry an extra fee, and all 
awards will be half red – half black at the club level.  Check the calendar for dates and times. 

 
As the July 11 Unit Game  has been postponed, there will be a Swiss Team Club 
Championship on that date at San Felipe.  Get your teams together and join us! 



Hayward Easybridge! Club 
  
 

Hayward Easybridge!    http://unit500.org 
Manager/Directors: Jan Hollowell 510-783-8678 - Charlie Conrad 510-329-5916 

 
May 1 – Lynn Gurnee went for masterpoints as the newest member of Unit 500!  She and Phyllis Beyrer 
came in first in this Club Championship.  Kate Hare and Pam Fisher took second place and third went to 
Barbara Folse and Shirley Robinson (first time playing together). 

 
May 3 – We closed our game so we could all go to Terry’s new Saturday game at Redwood.  We always 
want to help and support a new game in our unit and, of course, the fact that it was free made it too good 
to pass up.  I think the Easybridge! players did well and had a great time. 

 
May 8 – Oh, do we ever love these STAC games!  Sarah Simmerman is back at the tables after working 
tax time, and playing with Barbara Dabney captured first place with a 65.27% game, good enough to 
place well in the overalls of the Western Conference.  Congratulations to Sarah and Barbara!  Kate and 
Pam took second to also receive some nice silverpoints.  Rich Russ got a little silver as well. 

 
May 10 – A small, but competitive game was held.  First place went to Joan Koning and Arlene Morgan 
with an outstanding 68.75% game.  Since this was a STAC game, they found themselves placing nicely 
in the overall results of the Western Conference to pick up additional masterpoints.  What a thrill! And 
what a perfect time to have a big game!  Congratulations, Joan and Arlene! Second place went to 
Marion Michel and Carol Alliger. 

 
May 15 – Great to see Solita and Perry back with us!  Pam and Kate won first place.  Ruth and Gloria 
shared 2/3 place with Gerry Fisher and Gwen Vallio.  A nice solid game with Barbara directing.  

 
May 17 – With four tables in play, we again saw some outstanding games.  Ruth Davis and Gloria Uhl 
came in first with a 62.76% game.  Second place went to Rich Russ and Orrin Benedict who have 
established a good partnership, third to Barbara Dabney and Myles Garcia. 

 
May 22 – Pam and Kate continued in their winning ways playing a 62.57% game.  Second place went to 
Gerry and Gwen.  Cynthia and Arnold George took third and Sarah and Barbara were fourth. 

 
May 24 – We held a Swiss Team Event with just four tables.  Charlie is good at arranging and running 
these Swiss events and thinks our Easybridge! players should have the opportunity to experience team 
games.  The team of Drayton and Olga Swartz playing with Arnold and Cynthia George had two wins 
and the highest percentage to take first place.  Second place went to the team of Joan Koning, Arlene 
Morgan, Orrin Benedict and Rich Russ. 

 
The final games of the month – May 29 and 31 have not been played yet.  We welcome new players to 
both the Thursday and Saturday games.  Please give Charlie a call for information. 

 
 

 
Sponsored by the Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District (HARD) 

Weekes Community Center 
27182 Patrick Avenue, Hayward 94544 

Thursday:  11:00 Lesson, 11:30 Game 
Saturday:  11:00 Open Discussion, 11:30 Lesson, 12:00 

Game 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 
Easybridge! Stratified Game (0–300 MP): 12:00-3:30 

 



 

    SAN FELIPE BRIDGE CLUB 
 
              San Felipe Park Community Center 
                                      2058 D St., Hayward CA 
     Directors:  Charlie Conrad and Barbara Dabney                    
        
    
   THERE'S A GREAT BRIDGE GAME WAITING FOR YOU!! 

Open game - FRIDAY  MORNINGS AT 10:30 
SPECIAL GAMES IN JUNE!! 

 

• SIX DOLLAR SUMMER!!  All Friday morning games ALL 
SUMMER at San Felipe will only cost $6.   

• San Felipe NAP qualifying games June 6 & 27. 
• San Felipe Unit game June 20. 
• Easybridge! NAP qualifying games June 5, 14, 19, 21. 
• Extra charge $1.00 for NAP games. 

 
Easybridge! games are at Weekes Park in Hayward.  Please see the 
Easybridge! page elsewhere in this issue. 
 
Come with or without a partner.  If you need a partner, please  
e-mail or call Charlie.  (510) 329-5916 or cconrad313@aol.com 
Or call Barbara (510)599-6308. 
Coffee, tea, and snacks provided!! 
 
All player master points are averaged among pair or team members for 
purpose of stratifying the game. 
 
For announcements and game results, please see our website: 
http://unit500.org  Put your pointer over Results and then down the menu to 
San Felipe Bridge Club and click.  You can see all our results there.  



              Claiming 
   by Bill George  
 
Do you like to claim? It is a technique bridge players use, that speeds up the game. 
Generally speaking, to claim you announce that you’re taking the rest of the tricks, 
describe the order you’re going to play the cards, and then face your hand. However, I 
have been “burned” a number of times when claiming, when I’ve forgotten there’s a 
trump out. A defender (still holding a missing trump) after one claims and faces one’s 
hand, will immediately shoot their hand up, call the director and state that they still have 
a trump. The director will make sure that drawing trump wasn’t part of the claim, and if 
there’s any reasonable way the outstanding trump can score a trick, award a trick to the 
defense. When this happens, you will swear to yourself, you’re never going to claim 
again. 
 
There is one point worth emphasizing, that play must cease after a claim is made. If a 
defender contests the claim, declarer may not resort to continuing to play the hand. The 
director must be called to determine the outcome.  
 
My advice is, that the first thing to do when claiming, is state (if in a suit contract), that 
you’re drawing trump. Don’t say, “I claim” first, then describe how you’re going to draw 
trump.  
 
So, it goes without saying, if you’re on defense, and a trump is out and declarer claims, 
call the director immediately. You know the rules now. If you argue with declarer 
(having not called the director) that you still have a trump, they will say that of course, 
they would draw trump first. And without the director there, there’s going to be an 
argument. 
 
One point also, is that if you say you have an outstanding trump after the claim, and let 
the declarer off the hook to draw the extra trump, even after they forgot about it, you’re 
being unfair to other declarers. If you let declarer have the extra trick, it spots them 
several match points, giving them an advantage over their competition. So, if you think 
you’re being kind to someone who made a mistake, you’re actually being unkind to all of 
their competition.  
 
Another technique for defenders, is to concede tricks, much like a claim can be made. 
However, the defender’s partner may object to the concession, and it is legitimately 
cancelled (under rule 68.B.2). Isn’t bridge interesting? 
 
For more information please refer to these two sources: 

1. ACBL Laws of Duplicate Bridge, Part V, Claims and Concessions: 
http://www.acbl.org/assets/documents/play/Laws-of-Duplicate-Bridge.pdf 

2. Index to Laws http://www.bridgehands.com/Laws/ACBL/Duplicate/ 
 
  
 



    
         
                                         

 
       

 
 
 

          
            

          
 
 
             

        August 1, 2, & 3, 2014  
 

        Transfiguration Church Hall 
     4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd, Castro Valley 

       Spacious Hall with lots of Onsite Parking 
 

               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          Continental breakfast each morning!     
              Refreshments provided all three days 

 

****Pre-Duplicated Boards**** 
     
 

Stratified by pair/team averages – eligibility based on masterpoint total of top player 
 
 

ACBL Sanction 1408069            Table Fees: $10 per session (non-ACBL & 
unpaid $13)  

 

    

     Information/Partnership: Mary 510-427-7366     Website: http://unit 500.org 

 
      Directions: Transfiguration is on the left (across the street from Safeway & Petco)  

       

         580 (from Oakland) take Grove Way/Crow Canyon Rd. exit 37, left at light  
      onto Grove Way then right onto E. Castro Valley Blvd. then left at 2nd light into 
     Transfiguration parking lot.   
  

      580 (from Pleasanton) take Castro Valley exit 37, right at light onto E. Castro   
      Valley Blvd. then left at next light into Transfiguration parking lot. 
  

      880 take 238/580 toward Stockton, then follow “580 from Oakland” directions.     

 
 
 

 
Friday, 10:30 a.m. 
Stratified 299er Pairs 
Stratified Open Pairs 
 

Friday, 3:30 p.m. 
Stratified 299er Pairs 
Stratified Open Pairs  

 

299ers strata: 
 0-20/50/100/200/300 
(Strats to be determined at game time)  

 
Open pairs strata: 
A: 1750+, B: 750-1750, C: 0-750 
 
Strati-Flighted Pairs 
A/X plays separately 
A/X = 0-3000/3000+ 
B/C/D = 0-750/750-1250/1250-2000 
(Any player over 2000 must play A/X) 
 

 
  

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 
Stratified 299er Pairs 
Strati-Flighted Pairs 
 

Saturday, 3:30 p.m. 
Stratified 299ers 
Strati-Flighted Pairs 
 
Mid-chart allowed in Flight A/X 
and top bracket of Swiss Teams 
 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & TBA 
“The Jay Magid Memorial” 
     Bracketed Swiss Teams 
Teams must play both sessions 
 
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Stratified Open Pairs 
0-20/50/100/300/500/+ 
(Strats to be determined at game time)  

 
 
 



Unit 500 Bridge Clubs 

San Felipe Park Bridge Club 

San Felipe Park Community Center, 2058 D Street, Hayward, Ca 94541 
Friday    10:30 am  Open/Stratified 

Director:  Charlie Conrad  329-5916; Barbara Dabney 599-6308 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hayward Easybridge Club (HEC)  
Weekes Park Community Center, 27182 Patrick Ave, Hayward  

Thursday      11:30 am   (11:00 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0 - 299 MP) 
Saturday  12 noon    (11:00 Lesson)  Stratified/Limited (0-299 MP) 

Presentors: Charlie Conrad 329-5916; Jan Hollowell 783-8678 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marina Bridge Club (MBC) 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro  94579 

Tuesday      10:30 am  Open/Stratified 
Director: Terry Terzian 581-4424 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Redwood Bridge Club (RBC) 

Kenneth Aitken Community Center, 17800 Redwood Road, Castro Valley  94546 
           Monday    12:00 pm Open & Non-Life Master Sections  (11:45 am Lesson) 

Wednesday    11:15 am Open/Stratified & Non-Life Master Sections   
Saturday       11:00 am   Open & Non-Life Master Sections   

Director: Terry Terzian  581-4424 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2013 Unit 500 Board of Directors 
 

Bob Bauman 727-1244, Charlie Conrad 733-5311,  
Zoe Foster (925) 735-1932, Carla Francis 582-5288, Kate Hare 865-4143,  Jan Hollowell 783-8678,  

Susan Lampert 278-5322, Mary Ramos 537-4355, Isie Stefani (925) 485-3285,  
Ann Vargas 886-5333 and Jean Wood 793-2866 

 
District 21 Contract Bridge Forum Unitscope Reporter:   Charlie Conrad 733-5311   
Table Talk Editor:   Carla Francis   582-5288   
Webmaster:  Bill George  538-2449 

 


